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6 THE BIG READ

“I Had to Run for My Life”
Marie Claire Kaberamanzi is one
of 25 million refugees who have
had to leave their homes.

“Was This Statue Stolen?”
Should ancient artifacts like moai
from Easter Island be returned to
their countries of origin?

17 FLASHBACK

“The Girl Hero of the
American Revolution”
Sixteen-year-old Sybil Ludington
risked her life in a nighttime ride
for her country.
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Check out our video at
junior.scholastic.com
to hear Marie Claire
discuss the hardest part
about adjusting to life in
the U.S., what she misses
most about Zambia,
and more.

Marie Claire Kaberamanzi,
now a college student in
the U.S., fled a violent civil
war in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo
when she was just a child.
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“I HAD
TO RUN
FOR MY
LIFE”

More than 25 million refugees worldwide have been
forced from their homes by violence or persecution.
Marie Claire is one of them. BY REBECCA ZISSOU

M

As You Read, Think About: What are some of the challenges refugees face?

arie Claire
Kaberamanzi will
never forget the
pounding at the door.
Marie Claire, then 12
years old, and her
family were getting ready for bed.
They heard the mob approaching.
Nearly a dozen men were
outside. They were armed with

machetes and knives. The men
were circling their small oneroom house.
Marie Claire and her family are
refugees from the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC).
They were used to being harassed
in Zambia. Zambia is the African
country to which they had fled.
There, people would shout at

them in the streets. They would
accuse Marie Claire’s parents of
stealing their jobs and draining
the country’s resources. But
rarely had the family felt their
lives were in danger—until now.
Marie Claire and seven of her
siblings huddled in the corner of
the room. Their parents begged
the men to leave. The mob
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Global Refugee Crisis
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Life on the Run
For as long as Marie Claire could
remember, her life had been
consumed by violence. She was
born in the DRC in 1996. That was
shortly before a civil war broke out
between rebel forces and the
country’s government. The conflict
killed at least 6 million people. It
has since ended, but the bloodshed
has not. Armed clashes between
rebel groups continue to take place
there. This has led to widespread
instability and unrest.
Marie Claire and her family were
among the civilians caught up in the
violence. When she was just a toddler,

ESCAPING VIOLENCE
Unrest in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo has
forced millions of people
to flee for their lives.

the fighting spread to her town. Her
parents realized the family’s only
chance for survival was to flee.
In the middle of the night, they
packed up only what they could
carry. They took some food, water,
and clothes. They set out for the
neighboring country of Zambia. That
was where many of their friends and
relatives were heading. Their journey
would be a difficult 1,000-mile trek.
That is about the distance from New
York to Florida. But they had no other
choice. Their lives would have been
in constant danger if they had stayed.
Marie Claire and her family
traveled on foot through the thick
forests of the DRC for the next four

years. Each step took them closer
to safety. They slept beneath thorny
bushes or in abandoned houses.
They ate mangoes, avocados,
guavas—anything they could find.
They kept watch for armed fighters
wherever they went.
“I remember being hungry and
tired,” says Marie Claire. “And also
knowing, at such a young age, that
if we were caught by the militia
groups terrorizing our country, we
would be killed. And so we ran.”

“You Don’t Belong Here!”
At last, the family reached Zambia.
They settled into a refugee camp
near the border. Tens of thousands
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IMMIGRANT Someone who moves to a
new country with the intention of staying
permanently. There are both legal and
undocumented immigrants.

Syrian refugees arrive
in Europe in 2015.
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REFUGEE Someone forced to move to another
country because of war, violence, persecution,
or a natural disaster—and who is unable to
safely return home. Refugees who come to the
U.S. apply from abroad and are screened before
arriving, a process that can take several years.
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ignored their pleas. The men burst
through the front door. They dragged
her father into the street and beat
him. Then they turned on her mother.
Marie Claire was paralyzed with
fear. She sat frozen while sobbing
into her hands until the attack was
over. It lasted only a few minutes,
but it changed her life forever. “It
was terrifying,” Marie Claire recalls
years later. “And the worst part was
that there was nothing we could do
to help them.”

UNDERSTANDING

The Refugee Crisis
More than 25 million people worldwide are refugees, according
to the United Nations. About half of them are children. Experts
say that more people are displaced today than at any other
point in history, largely because of violent conflicts in countries
such as Syria, Afghanistan, and South Sudan.
In recent years, the international community has been divided
over what to do about the surge of refugees. Many people
worldwide sympathize with their situation and are in favor of
helping them. Others, however, say refugees place too much
of a burden on local communities. The United States has agreed
to accept just 30,000 refugees in 2019, the fewest in decades.

Years of Waiting
Meanwhile, Marie Claire’s mother
had applied for a refugee visa
through the United Nations (U.N.).
The document would allow the
family to permanently move to
another country. It would give them
the safety and stability they so deeply
craved. But years passed by without
word from the U.N. Then came the
mob pounding on their door.

SETTLED IN THE U.S.
Marie Claire and her
father last year (left)
and with her sister
Naidina (below, left)
and Jennifer

Amazingly, Marie Claire’s father
survived the brutal attack. The mob
had beaten him badly. He was in the
hospital for weeks. But in time he
made a full recovery. Her mother
was not so lucky.
“She died in front of our eyes,”
says Marie Claire.
The pain of losing her mother
was sometimes too much for Marie
Claire to bear. But she did her best
to concentrate on school. She was
determined to succeed, in part to
prove the other kids wrong. Marie
Claire also wanted to honor her
mother, who had always stressed the
importance of getting an education.
Eventually, Marie Claire rose to
the top of her class. She even
skipped two grades. She learned to
speak English and Nyanja, a
common language in Zambia. Over
time, the other children began to
accept her.
Then one day in 2015, her family
received a call from the U.N. Their
refugee application had finally been
approved. They had waited more
than eight years. By then, Marie
Claire was in high school. When she
heard the news, she felt a mix of
relief and sadness. She was
JUNIOR.SCHOLASTIC.COM 9

©2019 by Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved. Permission granted to teachers and subscribers to make copies of this page to distribute to their students.

of people were living there in tents
made from plastic sheets. Many,
like Marie Claire’s family, had fled
the war in the DRC.
After a few years, her parents
found a house in the capital city of
Lusaka and decided to leave the
camp. It was not much, says Marie
Claire. It was just a single room with
one small mattress. But they finally
had a home of their own.
Best of all, Marie Claire was
able to go to school. By then, she was
11 years old. She had never set foot
in a classroom. As a result, officials
placed her in the third grade. She
immediately stood out there.
“I was so much older and bigger
than everyone else,” she recalls. “All
the other students laughed at me.”
Day after day, the kids would
throw rocks at her. They made fun
of her for making mistakes in class
and for not speaking the language.
“Go back to the Congo!” they would
shout. “You don’t belong here!” But
she had nowhere else to go.
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A New Life in America
When Marie Claire stepped off the
plane in the U.S., she was amazed.
Everything appeared new. She
remembers being shocked by all the
cars on the road and the rows and
rows of houses.
Like many refugees, Marie Claire
found it hard at first to adjust to life
in the U.S. She had to get used to
new customs, traditions, and foods.
Simple tasks, such as shopping for
groceries or using a microwave,
were scary. Plus, Marie Claire knew
from personal experience that
refugees sometimes face fear or
prejudice that can make them feel
unwelcome. She did not want that
to happen to her again.

WIN THIS
BOOK!

This year, Marie
Claire’s story
was included
in a book
called We Are
Displaced, which
details the experiences of young
people driven from their homes
in Guatemala, Syria, Yemen,
and other countries. Have your
teacher send your essay from
the writing prompt below to
junior@scholastic.com. Five
winners will receive the book!

As a result, she was always on
edge. She was terrified that she
would do or say the wrong thing
and embarrass herself. But over
time, she began to feel more
comfortable. In part, it was because
she had a strong support system.
Most important, says Marie Claire,
was a woman named Jennifer.
This woman had volunteered
through an organization called
Church World Service to help Marie
Claire’s family get settled in the U.S.
Marie Claire now calls Jennifer her
“American mom.”
With Jennifer’s help, Marie Claire

How YOU Can Help
Support a Family Volunteer with a local group
that helps refugees get settled, such as Church World
Service. You and your parents can greet a family at the
airport, help them practice English, or take them food shopping.
Welcome Students A simple smile or friendly
hello can help refugees feel less alone in a new country.
If there are newcomers at school, invite them to eat
lunch with you and your friends or to hang out after class.
Get Creative Hold a bake sale or basketball

tournament to raise money for a refugee advocacy
group, such as the International Rescue Committee.
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learned to find her way around
life in a foreign country. She
learned how to cook on a stove,
apply for a driver’s license, and
enroll at the local high school.
“Having someone help us,
especially in the beginning, was
so valuable,” says Marie Claire.
“It made me feel less alone.”

Looking Ahead
It has been four years now since Marie
Claire and her family first arrived in
the U.S. She is proud of how far she
has come. A few months after settling
in Pennsylvania, she became the first
person in her family to graduate from
high school. That was a milestone
she never could have imagined as a
child. The following year, she was
invited to speak at the U.N. She spoke
about her experiences as a refugee—
first in Zambia, then in the U.S.
Today, Marie Claire is a junior
at Washington Adventist University
in Takoma Park, Maryland. She is
studying to be a nurse. She is
grateful for her life in the U.S. Even
so, she often thinks about Zambia,
her mother, and the friends she left
behind.
Above all else, she wants people
to have compassion for refugees.
She wants people to understand the
trauma they have been through.
Like her, many of them have lost
their homes, their relatives,
everything they have ever known.
“Imagine if you were in that
situation,” she says. “How would
you want to be treated?” ◆
Write About It! Marie Claire says:
“I never wanted to be a refugee.
But I’m proud I am one.” Explain
how this statement applies to her
story. How did she overcome the
challenges she faced? Use details
from the article to write an essay
explaining your answer.
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excited to start fresh in a new
country. But she was nervous to
leave the only place she had ever
thought of as home.
Her family was given a few weeks
to pack up. Just days before they
were scheduled to go, they found
out where they would be moving.
They would live in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania, in the United States.

Check out

MAP SKILLS
BOOT CAMP

A Global Emergency

refugees have been forced from their homes. This map shows their top countries of origin in 2017.
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Map Skills
1. What lines on a map are used to measure
distance north and south of the equator?
2. Longitude lines are measured in degrees
east and west of what imaginary line?
3. The equator passes through which two
labeled countries?
4. Which two countries are the largest number
of refugees from?
5. Those countries are on which continent?

6. Which city is located at 15°S, 28°E?
7. Which city is located at 20°N, 96°E?
8. What is the approximate latitude and
longitude of Mogadishu, Somalia?
9. What is the approximate latitude and
longitude of the capital of Sudan?
10. What is the approximate latitude and
longitude of the capital of the country
where Marie Claire was born?
JUNIOR.SCHOLASTIC.COM 11

©2019 by Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved. Permission granted to teachers and subscribers to make copies of this page to distribute to their students.

N O RT H
AM E R IC A

PRIME MERIDIAN

120°W

at junior.scholastic.com for
more geography practice.

Worldwide, a record number of

SPOTLIGHT
The moai at the
British Museum
is one of the
institution’s most
popular exhibits.

ARGUMENT
WRITING
TOOLKIT
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Download our guided
writing template at
junior.scholastic.com
to help students
answer the writing
prompt at the end of
this article.
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A British explorer took
a statue from an island
in the Pacific Ocean
150 years ago. Now the
islanders want it back.
BY JENNIFER LI SHOTZ AND BROOKE ROSS

14 SEPTEMBER 2, 2019
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n the middle of the Pacific Ocean
lies a tiny, remote island. Its most
famous residents stand guard
along the edges of the rocky terrain.
Most of them face inward so they
can watch over the island’s other
inhabitants. A few look out to sea to
guide travelers to land. They are
hundreds of years old. And they
weigh an average of 14 tons each.
These legendary islanders are
actually huge stone statues called
moai (MOH-eye). There are more
than 800 of them on Easter Island.
The island is also known as Rapa
Nui (RAH-puh NOO-ee) after the
indigenous people who settled
there centuries ago. The volcanic
island is 14 miles long. It is part of
the South American country of
Chile, located 2,200 miles away.
The statues were carved by the
Rapa Nui people and are between
400 and 900 years old. These
sculptures, known for their
oversized heads, represent Rapa
Nui ancestors. They are considered
sacred by descendants of the
ancient civilization who still live
on the island today.
However, a few of the moai are
missing from their native home. One
statue has been on display at the
British Museum in London, England,
for about 150 years. It is one of the
institution’s most popular exhibits.
But that may not be so for much
longer. Rapa Nui leaders recently
announced that they want the
statue back. Their request is not
unique. Many museums around the
world are facing similar pressure to
return artwork and other historical
objects to their homelands.
The issue has renewed a debate
among art experts and government

officials. Do ancient
artifacts belong in Easter Island
(CHILE)
the places they
came from? Or
should they be
displayed in
popular museums
where millions of people
can appreciate them?

A Moai Goes Missing
The Rapa Nui people arrived on
what is now Easter Island around
800 a.d. They thrived there for
hundreds of years. During that time,
stoneworkers carved the moai out of
large blocks of volcanic stone.
Today, some of the statues seem to
be just giant heads. But in reality,
they are buried up to their shoulders
under centuries of dirt. The tallest
moai stand at more than 30 feet.
The moai on display at the
British Museum is nearly 8 feet tall.
It is known as Hoa Hakananai’a
(HOH-uh hah-kah-nah-NIGH-uh).
That statue is one of only about
a dozen moai made of a volcanic
rock called basalt. On its back are
carvings of figures with human
bodies and bird beaks. Experts think

those figures represent an
important part of an
ancient Rapa Nui religion.
The captain of a British
ship removed the statue
from Easter Island in 1868
after he made a deal with a
Rapa Nui chief to take it. (At
least that is what the captain
claimed.) He took the statue back to
England. There, he presented it to
Queen Victoria as a gift. She then gave
it to the British Museum. It has been
on display there ever since.

Plea for a Statue’s Return
Museums around the world are filled
with treasures from distant lands. But
officials from some countries argue
that certain artifacts were removed
unfairly, or even illegally, by explorers.
That has led to many long disputes
over where those objects truly belong
(see “Finders Keepers?,” p. 16).
Most present-day Rapa Nui people
believe Hoa Hakananai’a was stolen.
To them, the statue is an important
part of the island’s history that
should be returned.
“The moai represent great leaders
of our past,” says Sergio Rapu,

HANDS OFF!

The statues suffer
wear and tear when
tourists touch them.
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As You Read, Think About:
Who should own ancient artifacts?
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who grew up on the island. “They
are a connection that we have to
our ancestors.”
The idea that ancient artifacts
should be returned to the countries
they came from is gaining support
throughout the world. Last year,
France’s President Emmanuel
Macron called for thousands of
artworks in French museums to be
returned to the countries in Africa
they were taken from without
permission.
“I cannot accept that a large part
of the cultural heritage of several
African countries is in France,”

Macron said during a recent visit
to Africa.

The Case for Museums
But many experts believe certain
artifacts should stay in museums.
For most people, a museum offers
the only chance to see famous
works of art in person, they say.
That is one reason officials at the
British Museum say they should
keep Hoa Hakananai’a. Few people
can make the long, expensive
journey to Easter Island. In fact,
only about 100,000 people tour the
remote stretch of land each year.

Finders
Keepers?

Several countries around the world
are demanding that museums return
artifacts they say were stolen from them.

Elgin Marbles

Taken From: Greece
Current Location: British
Museum, London, England
Dispute: In 1801, a British
official named Lord Elgin took
dozens of marble sculptures
from the Parthenon. The
2,300-year-old temple in
Athens is one of the world’s
most famous ancient sites.
Elgin took the sculptures to
England, claiming he had
permission to do so, but Greek
leaders say he stole them.
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Statue of Nefertiti

Taken From: Egypt
Current Location: Neues
Museum, Berlin, Germany
Dispute: In 1912, a German
archaeologist discovered a
painted sculpture of Queen
Nefertiti, who ruled Egypt
nearly 3,400 years ago. The
archaeologist had permission
to take some items back to
Germany. But for nearly 100
years, Egyptian officials have
claimed he hid this important
discovery from them.

Meanwhile, about 6 million people
visit the British Museum annually.
Many go there to see the moai.
“We believe that there is great
value in presenting objects from
across the world,” says Hannah
Boulton of the British Museum.
And Hoa Hakananai’a is “among
the most popular and most
photographed exhibits.”
Many experts also say that fragile
ancient treasures are safer in
museums. On Easter Island, for
example, several of the moai are in
bad shape and getting worse. Some
of the damage has been caused by
centuries of rain and high winds.
Some of the statues have been
vandalized. Other moai are harmed
by tourists who touch them while
taking selfies.

What’s Next?
Still, the majority of Easter Island’s
nearly 6,000 residents want Hoa
Hakananai’a back.
Last fall, representatives from
the island met with British Museum
officials in London. They formally
requested the statue’s return. Nothing
was decided. But the two sides
agreed to continue the discussion.
For their part, the Rapa Nui
people say they understand the
importance of sharing the moai with
the world. But they still believe that
this special statue should come
home. They want the same for other
moai on display in the United States,
France, Belgium, and New Zealand.
“There is a balance,” says Rapu, “in
trying to preserve our culture while
also teaching others about it.” ◆
Write About It! Does Hoa Hakananai’a
belong on Easter Island or in the
British Museum? Using details from
the article, write an argument essay
explaining your point of view.

FLASHBACK
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Learn more about
America’s founding! Go to
junior.scholastic.com
for an in-depth look
at the Declaration of
Independence.

Girl
Hero
of the
American
Revolution
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ILLUSTRATION BY ALLAN DAVEY

True Teens
of History

During the bloody war for our nation’s independence,
one teen made a courageous ride to protect her family
and community. Like many ordinary Americans, she
risked her life for the country she loved. BY BRYAN BROWN
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or the first time in her 16
years, Sybil Ludington felt
as if the whole world rested
on her shoulders. Not an
hour earlier, she had been
safe in her home in Fredericksburg,
New York. She had been with her
parents and siblings. Now she was
racing on horseback in the dead of
night. Sybil was fighting for the lives of
her family, her village, and her fellow
Patriots. They were in a brutal war for
independence from Great Britain.
The first sign of the emergency
had been a sudden pounding at the
door late that evening in April 1777.
It was a messenger. “British troops
are destroying the nearby town of
Danbury!” he cried breathlessly.
Danbury was located just 12 miles
away in Connecticut. It was a key
supply base for the American
colonists who formed the
Continental Army. Earlier that
afternoon, about 2,000 British
troops had invaded the town.

The soldiers had carried thousands
of pounds of goods belonging to the
American army into the street. They
set them on fire. Countless barrels
of beef, flour, and corn went up in
flames. So did about 1,000 tents.
The British troops
then went wild. They
torched houses,
forcing the residents
to flee.
The messenger had
ridden several hours
from Danbury to
reach Sybil’s father.
Her father’s name
was Colonel Henry
Ludington. He was
the leader of a local
militia of farmers and
laborers. The messenger said his
forces were now needed to fight off
the British. But the colonel’s men
were spread over many miles.
Someone would have to ride into
the night and gather them.
After his long journey, the
messenger was too exhausted to go
further. And Sybil’s father needed to

stay home to organize his men
when they arrived. Sybil knew that
Fredericksburg could be the enemy’s
next target. If the British made it
there, they might burn the village. Or
they might capture or kill her father.
His militia had to be
summoned to fight back,
and fast. Sybil clenched
her jaw and volunteered
to make the ride.
Sybil knew the
country roads well. Still,
the woods could be
dangerous at night. As
she rode, she could not
help but imagine the
armed groups of British
supporters who roamed
the countryside. They
would not hesitate to use violence if
they caught her.
Sybil pushed this terrifying
thought out of her mind. She urged
her horse to go faster. She believed
passionately that Americans should
rule themselves as their own nation
and no longer belong to Britain.
This was her fight too.

Sybil was
racing on
horseback in
the dead of
night for the
lives of her
family, her
village, and
her fellow
Patriots.

U
WHAT YOK
NOW
O
T
D
E
E
N
THE 13 COLONIES Starting in the 17th century,
settlers supported by Great Britain established
these colonies along the eastern shore of North
America. After fighting against Britain in the
American Revolution, the colonies became the
first 13 states in the newly formed United States.

George Washington
addresses members of
the Continental Congress.
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THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS The ruling body
of the rebellious American Colonies and the first
government of the United States. Its leaders, who
included many of America’s founders (left), first
gathered in September 1774 and met throughout
the Revolution to guide the war effort.
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As You Read, Think About: How
did the American Revolution affect
the lives of everyday people?

FOR FREEDOM!
American troops
were farmers, laborers,
and tradesmen—both
young and old.

Most histories of the American
Revolution (1775-1783) focus on
the nation’s founders, such as
George Washington. But the
Revolution started as an uprising
among the everyday people of the
13 British colonies (see map, p. 21).
By the mid-1700s, many colonists
had grown angry at how tightly
Britain’s King George and the British
Parliament controlled their lives.
Britain did not give them a voice in
that lawmaking body.
Then, beginning in 1763, Britain
passed a series of heavy taxes on
the colonies. Many Americans
objected, calling them “taxation
without representation.” They
formed groups to protest the taxes
and boycott British goods.
Tensions rose higher when
Parliament forced colonists to
quarter (house) British troops.
Parliament hoped the presence
of the troops would help prevent
rebellion among the Americans.
In 1768, the British tried to squash
protests in Boston by sending
soldiers to occupy the city. But
angry townspeople clashed with
the soldiers in the streets.

Average Americans began
stashing away weapons. They began
organizing militias like Colonel
Ludington’s. War was coming.

War Begins
Meanwhile, important men from
across the colonies were forming
a different kind of resistance. In
September 1774, these leaders held
the first Continental Congress in
Philadelphia to challenge Britain’s
Parliament. Some spoke of
revolution. Others hoped to repair
relations with Britain.
Then, on the morning of April 19,
1775, British troops marched toward
the town of Concord, Massachusetts,
near Boston. Their mission was to
destroy military supplies kept there
by colonists.
But American militiamen were
ready for them. The clashes that
broke out are now known as the
Battles of Lexington and Concord.
In the fighting, 73 British soldiers
were killed. So were 49 colonists.
“The people had gotten ahead
of their leaders,” says historian T.H.
Breen of the University of Vermont.
Whether Congress was ready or not,
the war had begun.

The People’s Fight
In June 1775, Congress approved
the formation of a Continental
Army. Washington was named its
commander. But this army had
few trained fighters to face the
experienced British troops.
Washington’s forces were made up
mostly of civilians, both farmers
and tradesmen. They were a mix of
native-born men and immigrants.
They came from all of the 13 colonies.
They left their homes to join the
struggle for American independence.
These men went off to war.
Meanwhile, women were often
forced to defend their children,
homes, and farms on their own.
British soldiers routinely raided
houses. They stole whatever they
could take. And they destroyed
everything they could not.
But in their own way, women
fought back. Many contributed to
the war effort by sewing military
uniforms. Some followed their
husbands, sons, or brothers to the
battlefield. They worked as cooks
or nurses in the soldiers’ camps.
One Massachusetts woman even
disguised herself as a man to join in
the fighting. Her name was
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The Midnight Ride
And then there was Sybil. Her hope
for the new nation kept her riding
through the April night. At houses
scattered across the countryside,

Sybil’s story
reflects how
everyday
people played
a role in the
founding of
our nation.

she banged on doors.
She woke up families.
And she called the
men to battle.
In the hours
before dawn, Sybil
finally made it home,
exhausted. Her
father’s men were
assembling nearby. Militiamen
from all around the area were
joining Continental Army units as
they rushed to Connecticut to fight
the British soldiers.
In the end, the British forces
who had attacked Danbury got away.
The Continental Army’s supplies
there had all been destroyed. It was
a dark day for the Patriots. There
would be many more dark days to
come in the fight against Britain.

But the actions of
Sybil and countless
others like her
eventually led to
victory for the
Americans. And
Sybil’s ride would
make her a symbol
of the role everyday
people played in winning America’s
independence.

Sybil’s Story Lives On
What happened to Sybil after her
daring ride in April 1777? History
books tell us almost nothing about
that night or about the rest of her
life. She did not write down her
own story. And there are no other
records of it from that time.
Following the burning of
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The Road to Revolution

1773

The Boston Tea Party
Seeking to defy British control
of the sale of tea in the
colonies, Americans dressed
as native people boarded a
British ship in Boston Harbor
and dumped 92,000 pounds
of tea into the water.
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1775

1776

The Battles of Lexington
and Concord

The Declaration
of Independence

Clashes between British
troops and colonial militiamen
near these two Massachusetts
towns on April 19 were
the spark that ignited the
American Revolution.

On July 4, the Continental
Congress approved this
document, which boldly stated
that the United States sought
to become a new nation
free of Britain’s control.
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Deborah Sampson. She was
wounded in several battles
against British forces.
Young people did their part too.
Teens 15 and older could sign up to
fight with their parents’ permission.
Many did. Kids helped make
gunpowder and cannonballs. They
also served as spies. They passed
almost unseen among British troops
and reported back to Patriot camps.
Andrew Jackson of South Carolina,
who later became a U.S. president,
may have been as young as 13 when
he served a militia as a messenger.

Founded by British settlers along

the American Revolution, becoming the first 13 states in the U.S.
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Map Skills
1. T
 he 1775 Battles of Lexington and Concord took place close
to which other city on the map?
2. The 1781 Battle of Yorktown was fought close to which body
of water? In which colony?
3. What natural formation made up much of the western border
of the 13 Colonies?
4. Which of the 13 Colonies was divided into two separate
areas at the time of the war?
5. Which city on the map is located at about 40°N, 75°W?
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Write About It! A person’s legacy is his
or her lasting impact. How would you
describe Sybil Ludington’s legacy?
Why might each generation have
celebrated her in different ways?

The 13 Colonies

the North American coast, the colonies won independence from Britain in

on
Hur
ke
La

Danbury, fighting between the British
and Continental armies lasted for four
more grueling years. British forces
finally surrendered in October 1781.
In 1783, Great Britain and the new
United States signed a treaty that
formally ended the war.
Historians would go on to write
about the great leaders and battles of
the Revolution. They did not mention
the night ride of 16-year-old Sybil
Ludington.
But about 60 years after her death
in 1839, tales of the young hero
suddenly began appearing in stories
about the war.
It turned out that Sybil’s story had
been kept alive privately by her family.
Eventually, one of her descendants
had shared it with a historian who
was writing about the American
Revolution.
From there, the legend of Sybil’s
ride began to grow. Over the years,
she has been celebrated differently
by each generation. During the Great
Depression of the 1930s, Sybil
represented the bravery of average
Americans in hard times. Later,
women striving for equality began
honoring her as a “foremother” who
helped form a nation.
Sybil’s story captures our
imagination because it is thrilling
and heroic. It is also powerful because
it reflects how people like Sybil played
an important role in the founding of
our nation, says historian Vincent
Dacquino. He has written four books
about her.
“She was a tough woman who did
what she had to do,” he says. “She was
exactly what Americans are made of.” ◆

